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E.O. 11652:N/A 
TAGS: ETRN, IT 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - UPCOMING TALKS 
REP: ROME 675 

1. ALTHOUGH WE ARE DISAPPOINTED THA GOI IS PERMITTING 
ALITALIA TO PORCE US TO HOLD CONSULTATION WHICH BOTH GOVERN- 
MENTS ACKNOWLEDGE TO BE POINTLESS, EMBASSY REQUESTED TO PRO- 
POSE TO MFA THAT CAPACITY CONSULTATIONS BE SCHEDULED MID- 
MARCH IN ROME, IF NECESSARY. TALKS IN THAT TIME PRAME WOULD 
PERMIT MEADOWS AND MINETTI TO BLEND ROME TRIP WITH OTHER 
TRAVEL PLANS ALREADY FIRM. 

2. WE ARE, OF COURSE, MINDFUL THAT, WITH BLESSING OF GOI, 

WE HAVE ALREADY EXCEEDED 60-DAY PERIOD WITHIN WHICH CON- 
SULTATIONS SHOULD HAVE BEEN HELD UNDER TERMS OP 1970 MOU, 

AND THAT GOI THEREPORE HAS EVERY RIGHT TO INSIST THAT TALKS 
BE HELD IMMEDIATELY. HOWEVER, IN VIEW OF FACT THAT WE HAVE 
ALREADY PROVIDED TO GOI ASSURANCES THAT ALITALIA'S LEGITI- 
MATE INTERESTS IN REGARD US CAPACITY WILL BE PROTECTED 

IN SUMMER 1974, WE WOULD HOPE GOI CAN ACCOMMODATE US SIDE 
IN REGARD TIMING. EMBASSY SHOULD STRESS THAT US OPFICIALS, 
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FUEL CRISIS AND WIDE-RANGING INTER-AIRLINE CAPACITY 
CONSULTATIONS, ARE ALREADY COMMITTED TO HEAVY NEGOTIATION 
SCHEDULE OVER NEXT EIGHT WEEKS. WE WOULD BE DOUBLY GRATE- 
FUL BOTH TO EMBASSY AND GOI IF EMBASSY COULD PERSUADE GOI 
AUTHORITIES TO COME TO WASHINGTON FOR THE TALKS. RUSH 
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